"     OF  ST.   PAUL'S   EPISTLES         117

not He who made the greater light to rule the day
in which we live make also the lesser lights to rule
the night in which men walked before Christ
came ?

IV

The better elements in Roman civilization must
not be ignored ; but neither must they be ex-
aggerated. To judge the period as if no such men
as Epictetus and Thrasea, and no such women as
Octavia and Pomponia Grsecina, had ever lived is
to read history with one eye shut; but to speak
as if these were in any real sense typical men and
women of the time is to shut both eyes, and to recon-
struct the past out of our own heads. When every
allowance has been made both for what we know
and for what we do not know, the judgment of
St. Paul, severe as it is, remains unshaken. It is
unnecessary to repeat here, even in outline, the
sordid and familiar details by which that judgment
can be made good ; they are to be read in a hundred
volumes. There is one fact, however, to which
attention may be drawn and which goes far to
justify the sternness of the Apostle's attitude. It
has been pointed out above that one of the great
presuppositions of St. Paul's gospel is the moral
inability of mankind; this is the chief count in